THE    ECONOMIC    FACTOR
her foreign creditors have been brought more into line
with Germany's; that is, the enlarged Reich now has to
find less foreign exchange under this head than the small
independent Austria was able to do up till March 1938.
Tourist traffic in Austria, therefore, brings in a net gain
of foreign exchange to Germany.
Finally, there was a peculiar gain for Germany in the
reservoir of 430,000 Austrian unemployed. In March
1938 there was an acute lack of skilled, and even of
unskilled, labour in the Reich, mainly owing to the
recent inauguration of conscription for the Rcichswchr,
coupled with the intensification of rearmament and
strategic works. The Austrian unemployed were at once
allocated for public works, roads, felling of trees, labour
battalions on the Rhineland fortifications (especially
during the ' rush ' mobilization for the so-called autumn
manoeuvres in August 1938, before the Czecho-Slovak
crisis), conscription for the Reichswehr itself, skilled
work in German factories, rapid fortifications of Aus-
tria's frontier with Czechoslovakia, construction of
new iron- and steel-works in Austria (for example, the
branch of the Reichswerke " Hermann Goering " A.-G.
near Linz), and even for agricultural work. This pool
of Austrian unemployed was another godsend to Ger-
many, as was shown when, in July and August 1938,
special labour trains were run from Vienna to the Rhine-
land to accelerate the completion of the Siegfried Line
there.